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Bucket List Vacation

Argentina has Something for Everyone

Tips from

the Posse
By Mark Rackay

I recall discussing a fam-
ily vacation with my wife,
some forty odd years ago.
It was difficult, even then,
to find a trip the entire
family could enjoy, with
something for everyone.

I suggested a 21-day,
fly camp dangerous game
safari in Zimbabwe, where
as a family we could stalk
lions, leopards, buffalo,
elephant and rhino. My
plan immediately died in
subcommittee for three
reasons: 1) it would give
the family finances a dou-
ble hernia 2) she did not
want to return home in the
cargo section of the aircraft
after she was stomped into
something unrecognizable

except for dental records
and 3) she thought we
should go back east and
visit family.

For once, I stood firm,
insisting that a trip to the
Dark Continent was what
we were going to do, but in
the interest of marital bliss
and harmony, we compro-
mised, and went back east
to visit family.

Finding a vacation spot
for a family of varied inter-
ests can be a difficult prop-
osition, but rest easy, as
there is such a place with
something for everyone.

If you are into fishing, big
game hunting, climbing
mountains, hiking, culture,

fine foods and wines,
Argentina needs to be on
your bucket list.

Like most travel, getting
there via the airlines, is
probably the worst part of
the trip. Travel, especially
since COVID, has become
a dumpster fire of failed
services, cancelled flights,
and new regulations. Most
flights go to Buenos Aires,
the capitol city, leaving
the U.S. with an overnight
flight.

These overnight flights
have some entertainment
and food, but we found
it is better to pony up a
bit more money and fly
the premium economy or
business class, if you can
afford it. The extra legroom
and larger seats make the
10-plus hour flight a little
more bearable.

Argentina is one of the
safest countries in South
America. The biggest city,
Buenos Aires, which boasts
a population of the entire
metropolitan area of just
over 13 million people, can
be a little daunting, but no
more than any large city in
the United States.

The currency of Argen-
tina, the Peso, is relatively
unstable. This makes it a
great value for the Amer-
ican dollar. In fact, most
places would rather have
U.S. greenbacks over their
own currency. The Auto-
mobile Club of America
has rated Argentina as one
of the places where the U.S.
dollar goes the farthest.

The language is Spanish,
although Argentina has a
large European influence.
English speaking peoples
initially settled many areas
of the country. Just about
everyone has a certain
amount of English as a sec-
ond language, so commu-
nication is no problem.

Hunting in Argentina

is a serious multi-mil-
lion-dollar industry.
There are many outfitters
operating fine lodges and
camps. The country has a
good road infrastructure
and many domestic and
international airports, so
getting around is fairly
easy.

Most hunters who visit
Argentina go for the bird
hunting, especially doves
and pigeons. These birds
are considered a nuisance
and exist in untold mil-
lions in the farming areas.
The locals are thrilled with
the outside help con-
trolling these pests. If you
are a shotgunner, this is the
place for you.

Big game hunting is what
originally brought me to
the country. Argentina has
some of the world’s best
free-range red stag hunting
in the world. The red stag
here are huge, and the costs
to hunt are far less than a
trip to New Zealand. There
are other opportunities for
game such as axis deer, fal-
low deer, blackbuck and buf-
falo. Argentina offers ranch
hunts and free-range hunts
on the millions of acres of
public lands.

The La Pampa region
where the red stag was orig-
inally released in the early
1900, is a popular area for
folks that wish to bird hunt
and chase big game. This
area looks similar to the hill
country of Texas with very
thick brush and long grasses
and fairly level terrain.

If fishing is your bag, look
to the famous Patagonia
region. This beautiful area
full of mountain lakes and
streams lies at the foot of
the Andes Mountain range.
Resident brown trout and
rainbow trout in Patagonia
average 4 to 8 pounds, with
fish commonly reaching 15
pounds.

Argentina has something for everyone. Be sure to enjoy the Southern Hemisphere stars and a
good campfire while there. (submitted photo)

In the Chubut province
of Patagonia, rivers and
lakes hold some of the
largest brook trout in the
world. Many fishers believe
the next world record
brook trout will come from
this region. If this suits
your fancy, investigate the
Corcovado River, which
sports some of the largest
brook trout runs in the
world.

If hiking and backpacking
are on your list of vacation
activities, the same regions
can fill the bill. Nature lovers
can also enjoy skiing, hiking,
backpacking and climbing
in the Andes mountains.

And just for the record,
Aconcagua Mountain in the
Andes, tops out at 22,837
feet. This mountain range is
something to see.

My wife always wanted to
tour the wine country but

getting me to visit California
is just not going to happen.
If wine country is on your
list, the Mendoza region of
Argentina is where some of
the worlds finest wines are
produced. The Barrancas
area of Mendoza is well
known to produce some
internationally recognized
Syrah, Malbec, and Caber-
net Sauvignon wines. It is
very easy to add a few days
to your hunting and fishing
trip to tour this fine wine
region.

Argentina can give you a
dose of culture, something
my wife says I really need,
while you visit Buenos
Aires. The famous Tango
dance was born a century
ago in the bordellos of this
city, and today;, this is the
place to go and see it. There
are dozens of places to go
see it, with the Astor Piaz-

zolla Theatre or the Faena
Hotel topping the lists.

If you are looking for a
bucket-list vacation place,
Argentina is at the top of the
list. From an array of out-
door activities to fine wines,
fabulous foods and friendly
people, Argentina has it all.

Mark Rackay is a colum-
nist for the Montrose Daily
Press, Delta County Indepen-
dent and several other news-
papers, as well as a feature
writer for several saltwater
fishing magazines. He is an
avid hunter and world-class
saltwater angler, who travels
around the world in search
of adventure and serves as a
director and public informa-
tion officer for the Montrose
County Sheriff s Posse. For
information about the Posse
call (970)252-4033 (leave
a message) or email info@
mcspi.org

A few April concerns regarding our gardens

Now that we've traded
our winter gloves and wool
hats for gardening gloves
and sun hats you wouldn’t
think there could a lot to
be concerned about. But
that just doesn’t seem to be
the case. I wonder if you've
been a bit troubled by
these things too?

I've talked with several
people who are con-
cerned about the dreaded
and loathsome Japanese
beetles. I know over the
past year, there’s been a lot
of concern in the Grand
Junction area, but so far we
haven't had any problems
with them around Mon-
trose and I really hope we
never will!

If you haven’t heard of
these beetles it’s probably
because they’re relatively
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new to this side of the
mountains. They were
accidentally introduced to
North America, in New
Jersey, in 1916 when they
arrived in some landscape
material. Several years
ago they had a problem
when they showed up in

Palisade, but they jumped
right on it and quickly
eradicated them — that
is until about a year ago
when they appeared in
the Grand Junction area
again on some material.
As a result, they created
a “hot-zone” where Mesa
County, in conjunction
with area residents, are
working to eliminate
them once again.

So let me pause and
explain what all the
excitement is about.
Adult Japanese beetles
feed above ground on
leaves and flowers. These
bronze colored beetles
with a shiny green head
are about 7/16 of an inch
long. When they feed
they tend to cluster in
groups making them

pretty easy to spot. They
can cause extreme dam-
age because they feed on
over 300 species of plants.
Roses, lindens, Virginia
creeper, grapes and beans
are some of their favorite
foods. They’re extreme-
ly concerned about the
amount of damage these
insects could cause on the
Junction area fruit crops,
so once again they’re
saying all hands on deck
and are quickly dealing
with them.

While the adults
damage foliage and fruit
during the summer
months, in the spring
they’re in the soil as a
white grub, where they
feed on grass roots, in-
cluding bluegrass lawns.
When they’re abundant

they can cause the grass to
become drought stressed
and can even Kkill the lawn.

Colorado State Uni-
versity Extension recom-
mends Acelepryn, sold
under the trade name of
Scott’s GrubEx, for treating
infected lawns. This should
be done in April or May.
This product is safe and
approved for use around
bees, pets and people and
doesn’t even hurt earth-
worms.

Traps are available on
the internet to see if you
might have the adult bee-
tles, but I don’t think this
is the time to panic. CSU
has not found any beetles
outside of the “hot-zone”
in Grand Junction. How-
ever, if you think you
might have these beetles

the only way to tell the
difference between the
common lawn grubs and
Japanese beetle grubs is
to put the grub under a
microscope and look at
the hairs on their abdo-
men.

If you bring a sample
grub to the CSU Exten-
sion office in Montrose,
I'm sure we'll send it off
to Junction for a diagno-
sis from the CSU ento-
mologist. But then, who
knows, you just might
find me staring through
a microscope looking at
ab hairs on grubs. Master
Gardeners just have too
much fun. It’s definite-
ly a lot easier to ID the
adults!

See GARDEN page A12
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