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My wife and I were 
walking through an RV 
and outdoor show in Colo-
rado Springs on a weekend 
I should have been doing 
something else, anything 
else. I am not one for look-
ing at million-dollar moto-
rhomes that I never will be 
able to afford anyway.

As I staggered through 
the show, doing my best to 
look interested, something 
caught my attention. In 
front of me was a toilet seat 
attached to the receiver 
hitch of a pickup truck. I 
stared at this in disbelief, 
and before I could even 
open my mouth, my wife 
blurted out, “No. No way 
and don’t even think about 
that one.”

I talked with the sales-
man, and he called it the 
Hitch Toilet. He explained 
that no longer will you 
have to search for a smelly 
old outhouse or squat 
behind a bush when you 
need to take a No. 2. You 
just plug in the toilet seat 
and you are good to go. It 
can be used with plastic 
bags or a 5-gallon bucket. 
It is an absolute necessity 
whenever you go stealth 
camping.

I thought about this 
thing and turning my truck 
into a rolling outhouse. 
When we went to Denver 
to visit my wife’s sister and 
her family, this thing could 
have really come in handy. 
Her sister has a small 
house and only 1 bath-
room. No more waiting in 
line, I could just head out 
to the driveway and take 
care of business.

As my wife dragged me 
away from this ingenious 
piece of outdoor equip-
ment that I must have, the 
words “stealth camping” 
kept clanging around 
between my ears. Stealth 
camping has become 

quite the rage lately and I 
thought we should explore 
it some.

Stealth camping can be 
done with a tent, sleeping 
bags and a ground cloth, 
in your vehicle, and even 
with an RV under the right 
conditions. The idea is to 
slide under the radar for 
an overnight campout in 
a public or private area 
without drawing attention 
to yourself.

During the summer 
months, public camp-
grounds can become 
overcrowded, to say the 
least. I have seen some 
campgrounds that look 
like an overflow from 
Woodstock, with humanity 
flowing everywhere. The 
only fun thing to do in a 
campground like that is to 
go to the camp office and 
watch the park rangers 
climb the walls.

With crowded con-
ditions in many of the 
public camping areas, this 
method of dry camping is 
really catching on. It can 
be an inexpensive way to 
camp since you are not 
paying for water, electric, 
or other hook ups like you 
would at a commercial 
campground.

Stealth camping has 
become more and more 
necessary for some travel-
ers as road trips increase in 
popularity. When you have 
to travel through cities 
and towns that may not 

be so camping/RV friend-
ly, keeping a low profile 
makes sense.

Let’s say you want to get 
away from town for the 
weekend, but the funds 
in the bank are limiting 
the distance you can go. 
You want to slink into 
the woods and find a 
spot that does not attract 
attention and get away 
from the noise, hustle 
and bustle, and people of 
the city. Head up to some 
BLM land and stealth 
camping can be ideal. By 
staying out of sight and 
out of mind of other trav-
elers, it can be your own 
little oasis in the woods 
for peace and quiet for a 
couple days.

Make sure you pick a 
location that is legal. You 
don’t want to get towed 
away in the middle of the 
night or have someone 
pounding on your camper 
door at 3 a.m. telling you 
to move. Be sure to adopt 
the principles of “Leave 
No Trace” and leave your 
camp cleaner than when 
you found it.

For starters, make sure 
camp is well out of sight 
of the road. Don’t put up 
a tent that is blaze orange 
in color unless you want 
to tell everyone where 
you are. Look for more 
camouflage and natural 
colors that blend in with 
the landscape.

Be as quiet as you can. 
Don’t set up a loud radio 
playing rap music to signal 
everyone where you are. 
Remember that the noise 
is one of the reasons you 
wanted a quiet and peace-
ful weekend.

My favorite campsites 
involve water. I like to 
be right near a river for 
fishing. Unfortunately, 
that is the same place 
every other angler is go-

ing to want to be. Better 
to camp somewhere else 
and head to the river for 
fishing and leave when 
finished.

For those of you that use 
an RV, the term for this is 
boondocking or dry camp-
ing, meaning no hook-ups. 
This is my favorite way to 
camp. I can get by without 
electricity and cable TV 
when I am in the woods. I 
like to take the camper into 
the back country, far away 
from campgrounds and 
people.

Stealth camping can be 
illegal. There are certain 
areas which allow people 
to camp in the woods, 
at unmarked locations. 
However, many places have 
trespassing laws which 
limit where you can over-
night camp. Be sure of the 
laws before you go.

My wife is not much 
for the stealth camping. 
She thinks it is similar to 
what all those campers at 
Walmart are doing. She 
prefers to have more than 
a sleeping bag between her 
and the hard ground, like a 
few floors of a luxury hotel. 
I think the real reason she 
is against it is the Hitch 
Toilet. I would not just use 
it out camping, but it can 
come in handy at home 
too.

Mark Rackay is a 
columnist for the Mon-
trose Daily Press and avid 
hunter who travels around 
the world in search of 
adventure and serves as a 
director for the Montrose 
County Sheriff ’s Posse. 
For information about the 
posse call 970-252-4033 
(leave a message) or email 
info@mcspi.org

For outdoors or survival 
related questions or com-
ments, feel free to contact 
him directly at his email 
elkhunter77@icloud.com

Stealth camping — be responsible
I much prefer this type of camping over the “hitch toilet” although it is not very “stealthy.” (Submitted photo/Mark Rackay)

A late morning walk 
along the Gunnison River 
at East Portal of Black 
Canyon offers beauty in 
the air. The sun is warm 
– it’s June after all – and 
insects are abuzz with 
activity. One of those, the 
tiger swallowtail butter-
fly has a magic about its 
flight that is akin to a 
frolic found in few wild 
creatures on earth.

They wait for the sun to 
heat things up every day 
– they are exothermic. We 
humans generate our own 
internal heat; but insects 
rely on the sun’s rays to 
raise the temperature to a 
balmy level in order to be 
active.

I follow one of them 
as it flits and glides from 
flower to rock to river’s 
edge following various 
notions. The back ends 
of the hind wings resem-
ble the forked tail of a 
swallow. They are com-
mon throughout much of 
the intermountain west, 
especially along rivers and 
streams.

There are some 30 
species of swallowtails 
in North America, and 
the tiger swallowtail is 
at home in gardens and 
parks. They are large, for 
insects; up to four inches 
across the wings. They 
are easy to spot, and they 
have been seen around 
the valley, too.

The yellow wings are 
marked with four black 
stripes stretching from the 
front of the wing to the 
rear. They actually look 
like a tiger’s stripes. The 
butterflies that wintered 
in their chrysalis are 
emerging as summer 
comes on. Once the wings 
are dry they fly off. This 
dance of theirs, an almost 

aerial artistic expression 
seems seriously implau-
sible.

People of the Victorian 
era believed they were 
similar to fairies. The 
level of understanding 
flight in animals in the 
1800s was marginal, and 
these insects were great 
curiosities. Collections in 
the parlors of the well-to-
do brought the world of 
nature indoors, perhaps 
as a way to capture their 
magic.

There is a delicacy to 
their wings; comprised 
of superfine flat sheets of 
tissue supported by tiny 
hollow tubes or veins. 
This tissue is covered 
with overlapping rows of 
scales which function in 
a manner similar to hair 
follicles. Although there 
are a variety of shapes, the 
blade-like figure of each 
scale is “plugged” into a 
socket with a stem at the 
end.

The scales are incredi-
bly lightweight, each one 
with its own hue which 
arises from pigments em-
bedded in the scale. The 
shape of the scale or the 
overlapping arrangements 
of the scales contribute to 
the pattern. Colors blend 
together, iridescence 
shimmers, art and design 
spring into an elegant 
living form.

The dance 
of the tiger 
swallowtail

Tips  

from the Posse 

By Mark Rackay

Outdoors

By Paul Zaenger

News tip or
story idea?

email 

editor@montrosepress.com

See SWALLOWTAIL page A12


