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Watch out for these stinging monsters
When I 

hear the 
word “scor-
pion,” I get 
visions of a 
mean and 
nasty bik-
er gang. All 
dressed in 
leather jack-
ets, carrying 
chains and 
switchblades, 
the mean and nasty biker gang pillages 
the village and stampedes the cattle. In 
reality, I would rather face the biker gang 
than a member of the arachnid class.

Spiders and scorpions are both mem-
bers of the arachnid family. It is diffi-
cult to imagine how something so small 
can elicit such a degree of fear in peo-
ple. Scorpions are the older members of 
the family, dating back some 400 million 
years. The ancient members of this fam-
ily often exceeded 2 feet in length. You 
are not going to squish one of them with 
a shoe.

Red has always been a color of warning 
and it is by no mistake that nature made 
the Indian scorpion red. This creature 
measures only 4 inches in length but car-
ries very deadly venom. 

The fatality rate for a bite from the 
Indian red scorpion is nearly 40 per-
cent. Venom from this critter is simi-
lar to the poison strychnine. The victim 
does not experience a quick and pain-
less demise either. Symptoms consist of 

vomiting, convulsions and extreme pain, 
until the heart and lungs fill with fluid. 
Death seems welcome after 24 hours of 
this trauma.

Fortunately for us here in Western 
Colorado, we are a long way from the 
Indian red scorpion. He lives in India, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka. I have definitely 
removed those places from my bucket list 
of travel destinations.

A rough estimate places around 1,750 
species of scorpions around the world 
and all of them have a venomous sting 
deliverable from the tips of their tails. Of 
these, only 20 of them have venom strong 
enough to kill a man. 

The sting of a scorpion is designed for 
hunting and protection. Most scorpions 

prefer not to use their venom when hunt-
ing, opting for brute force as they tackle 
their prey, saving the venom for self-de-
fense. Scorpions will feed on other in-
sects and even the occasional mouse.

The venom is a fast acting combina-
tion of toxins such as neurotoxins and 
enzyme inhibitors. Only around three 
scorpions deliver enough venom to kill a 
healthy adult. The others, while certainly 
not a pleasant experience, deliver some-
thing similar to a bee or wasp sting.

Worldwide there are about 1.2 mil-
lion scorpions stings a year, with around 
3,250 of them resulting in death to the 
victim. About 1,000 people die annually 
from scorpion stings in Mexico.

There are at least 80 species of scor-
pions found in the United States, and 
at least three are native to Colorado. 
Fortunately for us, none of the Colorado 
scorpions are deadly.

The southern part of Colorado is home 
to the striped bark scorpion, the most 
common species in the United States. 
He may reach 3 inches in length and has 
2 broad stripes down the length of his 
back.

The striped bark scorpion lives under 
rocks, dead wood, in trees and in build-
ings. A sting from one of these will hurt 
and perhaps produce some local swelling 
in the area of the sting. The symptoms 
usually disappear quickly.

Another species you may encounter 
is the northern desert hairy scorpion. 
This is the largest scorpion in the United 
States, reaching up to 6 inches in length. 
Because of the size, he can feed on mice, 
lizards and the occasional snake.

These scorpions have broad black backs 
and yellow heads. They are burrowers 
and very common on the Western Slope. 
I have seen them on the Plateau, off Dave 
Wood Road. Their bite, while painful, is 
not toxic to humans.

The lesser striped tail scorpion is one 
you may run across. He is common ev-
erywhere from the desert flats and ado-
be, all the way to the mountain forests. 
Another burrowing species, he has a 

brownish/yellow color with red tips on 
his appendages, and reaches 2 inches in 
length.

All scorpions are nocturnal predators. 
Spiders, grasshoppers and stink bugs 
are the most common prey. The prey are 
grabbed with the large claw-like pedi-
palps and drawn to their mouth where 
they are ripped apart to fit in the very 
tiny mouth opening. Most species remain 
within 50 feet of their burrow.

Scorpion births usually occur in 
the warmer months of July through 
September. Young scorpions are born live 
by their mother and then carried on her 
back through the first molt.

Litter size varies, in part due to the nu-
trition of the mother. A range of 34 to 
52 young is common for northern des-
ert scorpion, and 13 to 45 for the striped 
bark scorpion.

The young usually leave the mother af-
ter about one week and then forage on 
their own. The scorpion will go through 
five or six molts before reaching the adult 
stage. The northern desert scorpion be-
comes mature in two years while the 
striped bark scorpion requires three or 
four years to mature. They will then live 
another three or four years as an adult.

I generally try and take my own pic-
tures for articles but have a problem with 
scorpions. I can’t understand why anyone 
would intentionally want to go look for 
them. 

If you decide you want to go looking 
for them during the day, they are usual-
ly found under loose rocks, dead wood, 
dried cattle manure and other protective 
sites. Look around streambeds and you 
are likely to find them.

Those adventurous enough can hunt 
scorpions at night. The exoskeleton of 
scorpions has a chemical structure that 
causes it to fluoresce upon exposure to ul-
traviolet light. Take a black light outside 
with you and the scorpion will “glow in 
the dark” when you hit him with the light.

If you leave lumber and pieces of ply-
wood on the ground for extended periods 
of time, you may find them there. I have 
a friend in Olathe who has hundreds of 
scorpions living in several wood piles near 
his home.

Personally, I would rather face the mean 
Scorpion biker gang than the arachnid 
that inhabits our State. I realize they are 
relatively harmless, except for the shot to 
my ticker whenever I see one. Like snakes, 
just look before you reach and you will 
probably never get bit.

Mark Rackay is a columnist for the 
Montrose Daily Press and avid hunter who 
travels across North and South America 
in search of adventure and serves as a 
Director for the Montrose County Sheriff ’s 
Posse.  For information about the Posse call 
970-252-4033 (leave a message) or email 
info@mcspi.org

For outdoors or survival related questions 
or comments, feel free to contact him direct-
ly at his email elkhunter77@bresnan.net
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 # *     CBS
KREX News at Six 
(N) (cc)

The Big Bang 
Theory  (cc)

Hawaii Five-0 “Hewa Ka Lima” Aaron 
Wright’s co-workers are murdered. 

Magnum P.I. “A Kiss Before Dying” The 
Dobermans dig up a human bone.

Blue Bloods “Identity” DNA evidence leads 
to identical twins. (cc) (DVS)

KREX News at 
Ten (N) (cc)

(:35) The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert Curtis Jackson; Jillian Bell. 

Late Late Show/
James Corden

 & &     PBS
PBS NewsHour (N)  (cc) Washington 

Week (N)  (cc)
Firing Line With 
Margaret Hoover

The David Ruben-
stein Show

Arts District American Masters “Raul Julia: The World’s a Stage” The life and 
career of actor Raul Julia. (N)  (cc) (DVS)

Re-evolution: The 
Cuban Dream 

Amanpour and Company (N)  (cc)

 _ , 4   FOX
Mike & Molly  (cc) Fox 4 News at 

6:30p (N) (cc)
BH90210 “The Long Wait” The cast 
celebrates finishing the pilot. 

MasterChef “London Calling -- Pt. 2” The 
top four prepare a venison dish.

Fox 4 News at 
9 (N)

Fox 31 News at Nine O’Clock (N) (cc) The Big Bang 
Theory  (cc)

Modern Family 
“Snip”  (cc)

Modern Fam-
ily  (cc)

 ) + 11   NBC
KKCO 11 News 
at 6:00 (N)

Wheel of Fortune 
“Teacher’s Week”

American Ninja Warrior “Las Vegas National Finals Night 3” Top ninjas attempt to 
conquer stage two.  (cc) (DVS)

Dateline NBC (N)  (cc) The TEN on KKCO 
11 News

(:34) The Tonight Show Starring 
Jimmy Fallon  (cc)

(:37) Late Night 
With Seth Meyers

 * ( 8   ABC
Inside Edition 
(N)  (cc)

Entertainment 
Tonight (N)  (cc)

American House-
wife 

Fresh Off the Boat 
“Grand-Mahjong”

Reef Break “Endgame” (Season Finale) Cat 
Chambers is on the run. (N)

20/20 A sting operation at a luxury hotel. 
(N)  (cc)

The TEN on KJCT 
News 8

(:35) Jimmy Kimmel Live Dr. Phil 
McGraw; rapper Method Man. (cc)

(:37) Nightline 
(N) (cc)

 `       CW
Family Guy “Papa 
Has a Rollin’ Son”

Family Guy “Go 
Stewie Go” (cc)

EA Sports Madden NFL 20 Classic A 
look at Madden gamers. (N)  (cc)

Peaking (N) (cc) Peaking (N)  (cc) Page Six TV 
(N)  (cc)

Seinfeld “The 
Statue”  (cc)

black-ish “Jack of 
All Trades” 

black-ish “God”  
(cc) (DVS)

The Goldbergs  
(cc) (DVS)

The Goldbergs  
(cc)

   ^ 235   CW
(5:58) The Big 
Bang Theory 

(:28) The Big 
Bang Theory  (cc)

Channel 2 News at 7:00pm (N)  (cc) EA Sports Madden NFL 20 Classic A 
look at Madden gamers. (N)  (cc)

Peaking (N) (cc) Peaking (N)  (cc) Two and a Half 
Men  (cc)

Two and a Half 
Men  (cc)

Channel 2 News 
at 11pm (N) (cc)

(:35) Modern 
Family “Snip” (cc)

basic cable channels

 ¨ ` 182 278 DSC BattleBots “Live to Die Another Day” Bots redouble their efforts. (N) (cc) (:02) Mysteries of the Abandoned An American ghost town in the Amazon. (N) BattleBots “Live to Die Another Day” Bots redouble their efforts.  (cc)

 1 0 139 247 TBS
›› The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey (2012, Fantasy) Ian McKellen, Martin Freeman, Richard Armitage. Bilbo Baggins joins the quest to reclaim a lost 
kingdom. (cc) (DVS)

››› The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug (2013, Fantasy) Ian McKellen, Martin Freeman, Richard Armit-
age. Bilbo and company encounter the fearsome dragon Smaug. (cc) (DVS)

 ≠ > 108 252 LIFE
›› Stepmom (1998, Drama) Julia Roberts, Susan Sarandon, Ed Harris. A woman tries hard to make her lover’s children accept her. (cc) (:03) Married at First Sight The eight-

week experiment is over. (cc)
(:01) ›› Stepmom (1998, Drama) Julia Roberts, Susan Sarandon, Ed Harris. A woman 
tries hard to make her lover’s children accept her. (cc)

 A . 241 241 PARMT (4:00) ›› Bad Boys II (2003) Martin Lawrence.  (cc) ››› Creed (2015, Drama) Michael B. Jordan. Premiere. Rocky Balboa mentors Apollo Creed’s son.  (cc) ››› Creed (2015, Drama) Michael B. Jordan.  (cc)

 8 B 131 254 AMC
›› Friday the 13th (1980, Horror) Betsy Palmer, Adrienne King, Harry Crosby. Counsel-
ors die violently at Camp Crystal Lake. (cc)

› Friday the 13th, Part 2 (1981, Horror) Amy Steel, John Furey, Adrienne King. A 
hulking killer stalks counselors at Camp Crystal Lake. (cc)

Fear the Walking Dead Logan’s motives 
are revealed. (cc)

(:05) Preacher “Messiahs” Jesse considers 
an offer. (cc)

 9 8 105 242 USA
››› Iron Man (2008, Action) Robert Downey Jr., Terrence Howard, Gwyneth Paltrow. A billionaire dons an armored suit to fight 
criminals. (cc) (DVS)

(8:50) Modern 
Family 

(:20) Modern 
Family “Royal Visit”

(9:50) Modern 
Family 

(:20) Modern 
Family “Mother!” 

Law & Order: Special Victims Unit 
Tutuola’s ex-brother-in-law is arrested.

 : D 136 248 FXP
(5:00) ›› The Boss Baby (2017) Voices 
of Alec Baldwin.  (cc)

››› Captain Underpants: The First Epic Movie (2017, Children’s) Voices of Kevin 
Hart, Ed Helms, Nick Kroll.  (cc)

››› Despicable Me 2 (2013, Children’s) Voices of Steve Carell. Animated. Gru and his 
new partner hunt the perpetrator of a spectacular heist.  (cc)

››› Despicable Me 2 (2013, Children’s) 
Voices of Steve Carell.  (cc)

 ; = 170 299 NICK ›› Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaurs (2009) Voices of Ray Romano.  (cc) Friends  (cc) Friends  (cc) Friends “The One in Barbados” Friends  (cc) Friends  (cc) Mom  (cc) (:35) Mom (cc)
 < U 176 296 TOON American Dad American Dad Family Guy (cc) Family Guy (cc) The Boondocks The Boondocks Rick and Morty Squidbillies (cc) Dream Corp LLC Eric Andre Show Mike Tyson American Dad 

 = # 180 311 FREE
›› Oz the Great 
and Powerful 

›› Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides (2011, Adventure) Johnny Depp, Penélope Cruz, Ian McShane. Capt. Jack Spar-
row searches for the Fountain of Youth.  (cc)

››› The Jungle Book (2016, Children’s) Neel Sethi, Voice of Bill Murray, Voice of Ben Kingsley. Young Mowgli 
meets an array of animals in the jungle.  (cc)

 @ A 118 265 A&E
Live PD: Rewind “Live PD: Rewind No. 
253” (N)  (cc)

(:04) Live PD “Live PD -- 08.18.18” Riding along with law enforcement.  (cc) (:04) Live PD “Live PD -- 08.18.18” Riding along with law enforcement.  (cc)

 B : 140 206 ESPN College Football (:15) College Football Washington State vs Houston. (N) (Live) (:15) SportsCenter (N) (Live) (cc) SportsCenter (N) (Live) (cc)
 C ; 144 209 ESPN2 (5:00) High School Football IMG Academy (Fla.) vs. St. Joseph’s Prep (Pa.). CFL Football Ottawa Redblacks at BC Lions. (N) (Live) 2019 FIBA Basketball World Cup

 D ∞ 200 202 CNN Anderson Cooper 360 (N) (cc) Cuomo Prime Time (N) (cc) CNN Tonight With Don Lemon (N) CNN Tonight With Don Lemon (N) Anderson Cooper 360 (cc) Cuomo Prime Time (cc)
 E L 172 291 DISP Bunk’d  (cc) Bunk’d  (cc) Jessie  (cc) Jessie  (cc) Bunk’d  (cc) Raven’s Home Raven’s Home (N) Just Roll With It To Be Announced

 F O 205 360 FNC Tucker Carlson Tonight (N) (cc) Hannity (N) (cc) The Ingraham Angle (N) (cc) Fox News at Night With Shannon Tucker Carlson Tonight (cc) Hannity (cc)
 H @     ATTSP Rockies Pregame MLB Baseball San Diego Padres at Colorado Rockies. From Coors Field in Denver. (N) (Live) Rockies Post The Club: Rockies MLB Baseball San Diego Padres at Colorado Rockies.

 J 1 138 245 TNT
››› Wedding Crashers (2005, Comedy) Owen Wilson, Vince Vaughn, Christopher Walken. Partygoers spend 
a wild weekend with a politician’s family. (cc) (DVS)

›› Yes Man (2008, Comedy) Jim Carrey, Zooey Deschanel, Bradley Cooper. A man tries 
to change his life by saying yes to everything. (cc)

(:45) ›› The Change-Up (2011) Ryan Reynolds. An overworked 
lawyer and his carefree buddy switch bodies.

 L   107 249 COM (:10) The Office (:45) The Office (:15) The Office “After Hours” (cc) (7:50) The Office (:25) The Office The Office (cc) The Office (cc) The Comedy Central Roast “Bruce Willis” Celebrities roast Bruce Willis.
 M 9 122 244 SYFY (5:00) ››› The Hunger Games: Catching Fire (2013) Jennifer Lawrence. Killjoys “Terraformance Anxiety” (N) (8:59) Futurama Futurama (cc) Futurama (cc) Gary-Demons (10:58) Futurama (:28) Futurama 
 P E 120 269 HIST Ancient Aliens “The Nuclear Agenda” (:02) Ancient Aliens “Islands of Fire” (:05) Ancient Aliens  (cc) (DVS) (:05) Ancient Aliens  (cc) (DVS) (:03) Ancient Aliens  (cc) (DVS) (:05) Ancient Aliens “Islands of Fire”
 Q T 183 280 TLC 90 Day Fiancé: Before the 90 Days Ben meets Akinyi’s family. 90 Day Fiance: The Other Way The Family Chantel 90 Day Fiancé: Before the 90 Days Ben meets Akinyi’s family. 
 R M 184 282 ANPL The Zoo: San Diego  (cc) The Zoo: San Diego  (cc) The Secret Life of the Zoo The Secret Life of the Zoo  (cc) The Zoo: San Diego  (cc) The Zoo: San Diego  (cc)
 S Y 110 231 FOOD Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive

 T [ 196 277 TRAVEL My Haunted House (cc) Ghost Brothers: Haunted Paranormal Caught on Camera (N) Ghost Brothers: Haunted Ghost Brothers: Haunted Paranormal Caught on Camera (cc)
 V   106 304 TVLAND Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Two and Half Men Two and Half Men King of Queens King of Queens King of Queens King of Queens Two and Half Men Two and Half Men

 W V 132 256 TCM
That’s My Boy (1932) Richard Cromwell, Dorothy Jordan. 
Football players use shady tactics to make money.

›› Over the Goal (1937, Drama) June 
Travis, William Hopper.

(:45) › The Big Game (1936) Philip Huston, James Gleason. 
Gamblers try to kidnap college quarterback.

(:15) › Gridiron Flash (1935, Drama) Eddie Quillan. A football 
coach recruits a player from the local prison.

›› Saturday’s 
Heroes (1937)

 X 3 185 312 HALL
A Gift to Remember (2017, Romance) Peter Porte, Ali Liebert. A hopeless romantic finds 
love with a handsome stranger with amnesia. (cc)

The Golden Girls  
(cc)

The Golden Girls  
(cc)

The Golden Girls 
“Triple Play” 

The Golden Girls  
(cc)

The Golden Girls  
(cc)

The Golden Girls  
(cc)

Frasier  (cc) Frasier “Sleeping 
with the Enemy”

premium cable channels

 (318) 4 303 504 HBOP
(5:15) › Corky 
Romano (2001) 

(:45) The Shop: Uninterrupted  (cc) (:20) ›› The Mule (2018, Crime Drama) Clint Eastwood, Bradley Cooper. A DEA agent 
pursues a 90-year-old drug courier for a cartel.  ‘R’ (cc)

(:20) ›› Resident Evil: Apocalypse (2004) Milla Jovovich. 
Survivors of a deadly virus battle zombies.  ‘R’ (cc)

Real Time With Bill Maher (N Same-
day Tape)  (cc)

 (349) 6 311 516 MAXP
(4:25) ››› Cold Mountain (2003, 
Drama) Jude Law.  ‘R’ (cc)

›› Mr. & Mrs. Smith (2005, Action) Brad Pitt, Angelina Jolie, Vince Vaughn. A husband 
and wife are assassins for rival organizations.  ‘PG-13’ (cc)

›› Tag (2018) Ed Helms. Premiere. Five competitive friends play a 
no-holds-barred game of tag.  ‘R’ (cc)

(:45) ›› American Wedding (2003) Jason Biggs. A couple 
prepares to marry, while a friend plans a party.  ‘R’

 (379) 2 318 545 SHOW
(4:30) ››› The Help (2011, Drama) 
Viola Davis.  ‘PG-13’ (cc)

Murder in the Bayou Four bodies are 
found in Jennings, La.  (cc)

Couples Therapy 
“102” (N) (cc)

Couples Therapy 
“102”  (cc)

Murder in the Bayou Four bodies are 
found in Jennings, La.  (cc)

Couples Therapy 
“102”  (cc)

›› American Assassin (2017) Dylan O’Brien. Three agents join 
forces to battle a mysterious operative.  ‘R’

 (421) 5 351 528 STZP
(4:46) › Resident 
Evil: Afterlife ‘R’

(:24) ›› The Day the Earth Stood Still (2008, Science Fic-
tion) Keanu Reeves, Kathy Bates.  ‘PG-13’ (cc)

(:11) ›› The Fast and the Furious (2001, Action) Vin Diesel, Michelle Rodriguez. An 
undercover cop infiltrates the world of street racing.  ‘PG-13’ (cc)

Power “Murderers” Tasha vows to get even 
with Ghost.  (cc)

(:01) Power “Whose Side Are You On?” 
Tommy lays low.  (cc)

 (445) / 341 535 STZENC
(5:20) ›› Sleeping With the Enemy 
(1991) Julia Roberts.  ‘R’ (cc)

›› The Running Man (1987, Science Fiction) Arnold Schwar-
zenegger, Maria Conchita Alonso.  ‘R’ (cc)

(:43) ›› Bad Teacher (2011, Comedy) Cameron Diaz, Justin Timberlake, Jason Segel. 
Two teachers vie for the affections of a rich substitute.  ‘R’ (cc)

(:17) ››› Serenity (2005) Nathan Fillion. A spaceship crew gets 
caught in a deadly conflict.  ‘PG-13’ (cc)
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Kier Mountain Ranch

$890,000 • Acres: 1,195±

Esperanza Ranch

$2,000,000 • Acres: 482±

San Juan Mountain Ranch

$2,995,000 • Acres: 1,100±

Bugling Elk Ranch

$5,490,000 • Acres: 2,151±
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A close-up (closer than I ever want to get) of a striped bark scorpion. (Photo from Wikimedia 
Commons/Lupo)

Tips  

from the Posse 

By Mark Rackay


