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Wildfire preparation for your property

California 
has endured a 
fire season of 
unbelievable 
destruction, 
with 9,000 fires 
burning 1.2 
million acres 
of land. That 
is an area the 
size of the state 
of Delaware. 
These fires de-
stroyed 10,800 

structures and killed 46 people. 
 One of the California fires, the Thomas 

Fire, grew to 31,000 acres in just nine hours. 
That is an acre per second, folks. At that speed, 
a fire would consume the Montrose metro-
politan area in around 30 minutes or less.

 Don’t think that Colorado is exempt. 
On June 23, 2012, the Waldo Canyon 

fire began, just a few miles from Colorado 
Springs. When it was finally contained it had 
consumed 18,247 acres and destroyed 346 
homes. There were 32,000 residents evacu-
ated from their homes. Insurance claims ex-
ceeded $450 million. Then, a year later, the 
Black Forest Fire destroyed 486 homes. This 
became the costliest fire in Colorado history.

 Wildfires are probably the most likely di-
saster we may face here in Western Colorado, 
especially with as dry of a winter we experi-
enced. Many are caused by lightning strikes 
but the sad truth is that most are caused by 
careless acts of people. While there is noth-
ing you can do to control or prevent a wild-
fire from approaching your property, there 
are steps you can take to minimize potential 
damage. 

 The responsibility of minimizing the dam-
age from a fire begins with you, the home-
owner and the time to take these steps is 
long before a fire starts. Taking these steps 
will make your home more defensible in the 
event of a fire. 

 Many people rely on the firefighters to pro-
tect their homes. The sad truth is, while they 
will do their very best, there may be little they 
can do.  Fires the size of what California has 
experienced are way above what we have the 
resources to combat. 

 There are other agencies, including the 
Federal Government, who will respond, but 
even so, it may not be enough. Depending 
upon the nature of a particular fire, the fire-
fighters might not be able to even get to your 
property. Therefore, the first steps in making 
your home and property defensible are up to 
you.

 One of the reasons we all live here in 
Montrose is the close proximity of the 

forestlands. These beautifully treed land-
scapes surround our community and spread 
in all directions from town. As more peo-
ple move into the area, we encroach unto 
these lands, building homes and subdivi-
sions amongst these forests. The deeper into 
the woods we build our homes, the further 
away from assistance we become, and the 
more susceptible to destruction by fire we are. 
For us, it is not a question of if we will have a 
wildfire, but more of a question of when.

 Begin by doing a study of your home and 
property. The little things can make all the 
difference for the survivability of your prop-
erty. Start with the roof. It should be made 
of a nonflammable material such as metal. 
Some types of shingles are good while wood 
shakes are the worst. Always keep your roof 
and gutters clean and free from debris such 
as pine needles and dead leaves, because their 
presence can cause blowing embers to ignite 
your home.

 Beware of attachments to the house such 
as untreated wooden decks. These are very 
vulnerable and should also be kept cleaned 
underneath of all debris. During fire sea-
son remove large potential heat sources such 
as piles of firewood, deck furniture, vehi-
cles-anything that could catch embers or ig-
nite by flames needs to be as faraway from 
the dwelling as possible. A propane tank is of 
special concern and should be located as far 
from the home as possible, keeping the area 
around it clear also.

 Make a list of the contents of your home. 
The list should include the serial numbers of 
the valuable items. This can be helpful in the 
event you have to make an insurance claim. 
We take pictures of every room and all the 
contents and store the file of pictures in a fire-
proof safe.

 I would think that having insurance is a no 
brainer, but review your coverage with your 
agent. Be sure you have enough coverage for 
contents and to rebuild. Make certain there is 
coverage for living somewhere else while the 
home is repaired.

 Heading back outside the home, consid-
er the first ten feet or so that surround it. 
Organic mulch, woody shrubs, and juniper 
bushes all could ignite and thus allow flames 
to touch the house. Wind driven fire will cre-
ate a blizzard of embers that will pile up in 
corners where you might have accumulations 
of leaves or needles around your home. These 
corners, nooks and crannies should be clear 
of any flammables. If there are any limbs or 
branches overhanging the roof, or close to the 
house, they should be trimmed back at least 
10 feet, further if possible. Keep your grass 
mowed low and well watered.

 Create fuel breaks such as driveways, 

gravel walkways and lawns. Keep all trees and 
shrubs pruned at least 6 to 10 feet above the 
ground. Carrying this thinking out further 
away from the house, the next area to consid-
er is that which may extend up to two hun-
dred feet away. 

 This area should be kept as thinned out as 
possible but because of varying factors such 
as topography, the recommended distance 
to mitigate for radiant heat exposure could 
actually extend beyond this distance. In this 
area, remove smaller trees that are growing 
between the taller ones. Remove taller trees 
to reduce the density so that none of the can-
opies are touching. The space between taller 
trees is important in the event the fire is in 
the canopies of the trees. Again, all woody 
and flammable material accumulated on the 
ground should be removed and all the trees 
and shrubs must be trimmed 6 to 10 feet 
from the ground. 

 Every family should have a bug out bag. 
This is an emergency kit you should have pre-
pared with emergency supplies, food, water, 
first aid equipment, prescription medicines, 
important papers and insurance information. 

 If you have pets, have a bug out bag for 
them as well. Decide well in advance of fire 
season what you are taking with you and 
where you are going to evacuate. Have a plan 
in place, for you and family members, to 
meet in case you are not together when the 
fire strikes. Work with a neighbor to evacuate 
your pets in case you are not able to return 
home during a fire. 

 When there is an active fire in the area pay 

close attention to the emergency channels and 
always know the status of the fire. Fires change 
constantly with the ever-changing weather 
conditions. The larger that a wildfire becomes, 
the more unpredictable it is. A sizeable fire 
can actually create it’s own weather, to include 
storm force wind driven ember blizzards ad-
vancing far out in front of the actual fire. 

 It has been quite a number of years since 
a wildfire has threatened the Montrose area. 
As I had stated earlier in this article, it is not a 
question of “if” but a question of “when.” As 
the number of years since such a fire widens, 
so does the complacency of the citizens. It is 
this complacency that gets homes destroyed 
and people killed. 

 I am a survivor of many hurricanes, includ-
ing Andrew, Wilma and Katrina, and have 
seen first hand what happens to people who 
are not prepared for an emergency. Make sure 
you and your families are prepared.

 Further information is available at firewise.
org. Until next time, stay safe and prepared, 
and see you on the trail. 

 Mark Rackay is a columnist for the Montrose 
Daily Press and avid hunter who travels across 
North and South America in search of ad-
venture and serves as a Director and Public 
Information Officer for the Montrose County 
Sheriff’s Posse.  For information about the 
Posse call 970-252-4033 (leave a message) or 
email info@mcspi.org

(Above) Fire crews like this will do what they 
can to protect your property, but mitigation 
starts with you. (Right) Fire season is here 
and you should be taking steps now to make 
sure your property will survive a wildfire. 
Here are a few things you can do. (Submitted 
photo/ Paul Martin)

Tips 

from the Posse 

By Mark Rackay
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Randy Griffi  n is Cobble Creek’s in-
house real estate Broker Associate 
and is also the General Manager of 
the Cobble Creek Golf Community.  

He is available to help you with 
pre-owned Cobble Creek homes 

and lots as well as our build-to-suit 
program.  � is popular program 
takes a lot of the guesswork and 

fi nancing challenges out of building 

a new home.

970-964-4947 ext 19

Give us a call today!

3739 Buffalo Lane

$65,000 
Fantastic home site located within walking distance to the 

Cobble Creek Clubhouse where you can enjoy all the amenities 
Cobble Creek has to offer. This home site has a minimum home 
square footage of 1,600 square feet, although the lot size will 

accommodate a much larger home is so desired. 

443 Cobble Dr

$85,100 
Fabulous home site located on the 14th fairway in the coveted 

Cobble Creek Golf Community. This is one of the few home sites 
remaining in Cobble Creek with San Juan mountain views. A 

south facing rear patio will make a new home on this lot enjoy-
able year round. Although the minimum home square footage 
requirement is 1,600 square feet, the lot will accommodate 
a much larger home if so desired. Come and see what the 

western slope’s fi nest golf community has to offer.

1009 San Sophia

$69,900 
Awesome building site in Cobble Creek, the best kept secret on 
the Western Slope. Fantastic views of the surrounding moun-

tains! Backs to the 6th fairway and green. Great location! This 
is one of the last truly exceptional golf course lots in Cobble 

Creek. Better hurry!

3925 Grand Mesa Dr

$92,000 
This home site is located on the #8 fairway in the very desirable 

Cobble Creek golf course community. It is one of the few 
remaining Cobble Creek lots with unobstructed San Juan views. 
Also, its east/west orientation ensures patio shading from the 
intense summer afternoon sun and also helps reduce driveway 

and sidewalk ice and snow in the wintertime. 
A truly fantastic homesite!

921 Courthouse Peak Ln 

$114,900 
This is an Enclave creek side lot with panoramic views of the 
mountains and Cobble Creek golf course! The lot backs up to 
the #1 green with berms for privacy. Once a home has been 

built and landscaping installed, the creek and the setting will 
provide a back yard oasis reminiscent of a mountain cabin 
but with all the amenities of a highly regarded golf course 

community.

684 Cobble Dr

$299,900 
This cozy 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom home on a corner lot in Cobble 
Creek Golf Community is perfect for a growing family. Features 

include a large Master Suite, split fl oor plan, and open living space 
with an offi ce nook. The rear patio and large fenced back yard are 

great for summer afternoon outdoor enjoyment. Living room features 
a gas fi replace and vaulted ceilings. Kitchen features oak cabinets, 
granite counter tops, and built-in appliances. The home is within 

easy walking distance of the Cobble Creek Clubhouse, Fitness 
Center, and other amenities.

Cobble Creek Golf Community is the 
Best Kept Secret on the Western Slope!

www.cobblecreek.com

• Challenging 18-hole Championship
Golf Course

• Fantastic Food at our on-site
Creekside Restaurant

• Awe Inspiring San Juan Views

• Club Facilities Second to None

• Cozy Vacation Rentals for Skiing,
Wedding Parties, Summer
Vacation, etc.

• Special Event Facilities for
Weddings,  Parties, Meetings, etc.

• Fishing, Skiing, Hiking, Hunting -
All Within Easy Driving Distance

• Luxury Home Build to Suit Program

• All Located in Montrose – the
Recreational Hub of Western
Colorado


