
Fall Into Fashion

Montrose Event Center • 648 So. First St. 

Reservations encouraged. Call, Text or email:  

Carol 970-201-6612, landcmartinson@yahoo.com

Show by Tara’s and catered dinner 

Inspirational Speaker/Singer:  

Sandi King, wife of former 

State Senator Keith King 

 

Tickets  $15 inclusive 

Free childcare with reservation

Thursday, Oct. 12, 2017
5:30 to 7:00 p.m.
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325 W. Gunnison Ave. | Grand Junction, CO | 81501

970-245-4400 | bassettfurniture.com

NOW THROUGH COLUMBUS DAY

Half Off Dinning Tables ***

with the purchase of $1500 or more | excludes Bench   Made

O R D E R  N O W

and get it by the holidays!
only at Bassett Home Furnishings stores

design starts from the floor up

35%*

25%*

custom furniture sale
30%

35%*

*** Half off dining tables only eligible with purchase of $1500. Excludes 
Bench Made. Custom Furniture Sale Period October 5th - October 21st, 
2017. Restrictions Apply. See Store for details

X
N

LV
35

16
06

� u� ning Home  • $399,999

Beaver Mesa • $1,200,000 

Glade Park Ranch • $6,000,000

Crawf  d Ranch • $1,295,000

BROKER/OWNER: Brian Mason
(970) 234-3167 • brianmason2@reagan.com

BROKER ASSOCIATE: H.B. Mason
(970) 314-3326 • hb@reagan.com 

MASONREC OLOR AD O.C OM

Stunning 5BD/3BA, 3,164+/- sq. ft. 
custom home! Gorgeous knotty alder 
cabinets and custom woodwork 
throughout the home. Office/room 
upstairs, extra storage rooms, large 
rec room, and kitchenette. Two-car, 
oversized garage, 7.8+/- acres, three 
sided horse barn with wood shop and 
tack room. Delta, CO

With 1,619+/- mtn. acres with 
elevations of 8400-9000 ft .  Cozy 
mountain cabin, one acre trout 
lake, borders NF, springs, ponds, 
wallows, aspens, oaks and 
beautiful mountain meadows/
peaks.  Excellent big game hunting 
GMU 40.  Seasonal access. A Must 
See! Glade Park , CO

Stunning 207+/- Mtn. acres 
situated on Beaver Mesa with 
exceptional views of both Little Cone 
& Lone Cone Mtns. Beautiful home 
sites, small year round creek, ponds, 
close proximity to both BLM and NF. 
Convenient to Telluride. Norwood, CO

Wildlife, seclusion, beautiful mountain 
and valley views on 131+/- acres lo-
cated just minutes from Crawford, CO. 
A recreational paradise with fishing, 
hunting, hiking, biking, camping, horse 
country, water and winter sports and 
more. Two home setup, garages, horse 
barns, equipment/hay barn, heated dog 
kennel, and more. With 50+/- irrigated 
acres in hay/pasture and water rights. 
Crawford, CO

Murphy’s Law also applies to the outdoors
No matter what your 

chosen outdoor activity, it 
requires a certain amount 
of  preparation. 

The old saying of  “pre-
pare for the worst and 
hope for the best” should 
be the mantra of  all things 
outdoors. In my line of  
work, my personal mantra 
is “prepare for the worst 
and be ready for it to be 
worse than that.”

In my columns, I always 
refer to my ever-present 
companion, Mr. Murphy 
of  Murphy’s Law fame, 
or Murph as I call him 
through long association. 

I use the reference 
semi-jokingly, but in real-
ity, Murphy’s Law is spot 
on for all things outdoor 
when it comes to survival. 
I thought it would be fun to 
see where Murphy’s Law 
comes from and expand on 
some on the amendments 
and additions to the origi-
nal law.

One of  my fellow pos-
se members chewed me 
out recently. He was upset 
that I always refer to my 
close, personal relation-
ship with Murph. He felt it 
was impossible for me to 
be so close to him because 
Murphy actually lives at 
his house full time, con-
stantly wreaking his own 
special breed of  havoc.

The original Murphy’s 
Law, “If  anything can go 
wrong, it will,” was born 
at Edwards Air Force 
Base in 1949. The law was 
named after Capt. Edward 
Murphy, an engineer who 
was working on a project 
to see how much decelera-
tion a person could stand 
in a crash.

One day he found a 
transducer wired wrong 
and cursed the techni-
cian responsible, saying, 
“If  there is any way to 
do it wrong, he’ll find it.”  
Murphy’s Law was born.

The story goes that Mr. 
Murphy was tragically 
killed some years later. 
Apparently, he was on his 
way home from the base 
one dark evening, when 
his car ran out of  gas. As 
he hitchhiked to a gas 

station, facing traffic and 

wearing white, he was 

struck from behind by a 

British tourist who was 

driving on the wrong side 
of  the road.

So many emergency 
situations we encounter 
outdoors follow Murphy’s 
Law. 

For example, the 
MacGillicuddy’s Corollary 
adds: “at the most inoppor-
tune time.” Your car is go-
ing to run out of  gas, but 
not at the driveway to the 
gas station. It will happen 
when you are 150 miles 
northwest of  nowhere, 
and late for work.

Murphy’s Law of  the 
Outdoors states, “Nature 
always sides with the hid-
den flaw.”

I relate that law to my 
equipment. I don’t notice 
the leak in the tent until it 
rains, or the batteries are 
dead in the flashlight un-
til dark thirty. It matters 

not that I checked all the 
equipment at home, be-
fore the trip; equipment 
failure will come when on 
the trip.

“Left to themselves, 
things have a tendency to 
go from bad to worse, “ is 
an amendment that really 
sums up outdoor emergen-
cies. You start with being 
lost, just as the snow starts 
to fall. In the snow, you slip 
and twist your ankle. 

While nursing the of-
fending ankle, you get 
soaked to the skin by the 
falling snow. You then 
discover that you lost the 
matches … you see where 
this goes.

Here are a few more:
• Nothing is as easy as it 

looks.
• Everything takes lon-

ger than you think.

• Every solution breeds 
new problems.

• Being dead right won’t 
make you any less dead.

• If  it jams, force it. If  it 
breaks, it needed replacing 
anyway.

• In nature, nothing is 
ever right. Therefore, if  
everything is going right, 
something is wrong.

Then there is Mark’s law 
of  the Night which says: 
“It is always the darkest, 
just before it becomes com-
pletely black.”

We don’t want to forget 
that there was also a Mrs. 
Murphy, who stated: “If  
something does go wrong, 
it’s Mr. Murphy’s fault.” 
Perhaps that’s why Mr. 
Murphy warned everyone 
to never mess with Mrs. 
Murphy.

Next time you get ready 
to head out on your next 
outdoor excursion, try 
and leave Mr. Murphy at 
home. However, if  you 
think you can sneak out 
of  the house when Mr. 
Murphy is not around, you 
would do well to remem-
ber Mrs. Murphy’s Law 
that says, “If  anything 
can go wrong, it will, even 
when Mr. Murphy is out 
of  town.”

Beware of  my close as-
sociate and ever-present 
friend, Murph, for his law 
knows no religion, race, 
creed or politics. We all 
know that he doesn’t real-
ly exist, and yet, somehow 
he is always there. 

Finally, remember that 
Mr. Murphy was an eter-
nal optimist, for things are 
really much worse than 
you think they are. But as 
long as we know Murph is 
around, at least we can be 
prepared.

Mark Rackay is a free-
lance writer who serves as 
a director and public in-
formation officer for the 
Montrose County Sheriff’s 
Posse. For information 
about the Posse call 970-252-
4033 (leave a message) or 
email info@mcspi.org

Tips  
from the Posse 

By Mark Rackay
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