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SATURDAY, April 2nd ONLY 9am-6pm
No Foolin’ April Fools Sale

Buy one Clearance Item, 
get one FREE!! 

Mix & Match - Save 75% or more!

10 SOUTH SELIG AVE MONTROSE, COLORADO 81401 970-249-4226
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BUY ONE CLEARANCE ITEM, GET THE SECOND OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE FREE!!

Colonel Mustard, in the couloir, with the wet slab
Some clues catch your eye right away.
A 10-foot fir tree, eight inches thick, has been clean-

ly snapped off  at its base. The needles, still green, 
remain on all of  the branches. The interior wood of  
the trunk does not yet show any signs of  weathering.

The group of  backcoun-
try skiers looks up, down 
and across this high alti-
tude couloir, a massive, 
steep-walled gully. One 
skier speaks up and notes 
that there are broken 
trees scattered up the side 
walls of  this channel. 

Another skier points 
out that every one of  
these fallen trees are still 
green, that none are more 
than 10-feet tall, and all 

are now pointing downslope.
It is obvious that the bottom of  this slide path has 

absolutely no trees growing in it, although healthy 
40-foot trees are clustered on an upraised island in 
the middle of  this hundred-foot wide ravine, on a 

30-degree slope. 
Two hundred yards farther uphill, 

near the top of  the mountain, a wide 
and much more steeply sloped bowl 
of  a starting zone reveals the source 
of  the gigantic recent avalanche that 
left these trees in its wake.

Our San Juan mountain range has 
Colorado’s greatest concentration of  
peaks higher than 14,000 feet eleva-
tion. An outing in the winter back-
country of  these spectacular moun-
tains is much like playing the board 
game “Clue,” but in this case the 
players are combining their joint 
detective skills instead of  playing 
against one another.

In this way, the group is able to 
travel back in time a bit, and real-
ize that this ancient avalanche path 
must intermittently run at this high 
volume and prune its route.  

At less than a foot of  height growth 
in a tree each year, this means that 
the apparent January avalanche that 
snapped these trees like twigs must 
have been a bigger slide than this 

path had experienced in the past 10-15 years.
How do we know that it was likely a January 2016 

slide? One reason is that the trees are not under but 
on top of  the snow, still holding their green needles.

A second reason is that in late December and 
January we had multiple snowstorms of  20 inches or 
so each time, creating heavy loads, which are prone 
to slide. 

As if  turning off  a faucet, our weather in February 
and March produced few snowfalls, with each one 

producing very few inches of  snow.
The board game can be rewarding when a player 

correctly figures out that the culprit was Professor 
Plum, in the library, with the candlestick.  

In the deep snows of  the backcountry, accurately 
reading the clues and signs can mean the difference 
between properly assessing a ski slope as having low 
risk and good stability or improperly choosing to ski 
where trouble or even disaster may result.

Eighty percent of  the volume of  Colorado’s annual 
precipitation is said to come from the sky in March 
and April. As this Wednesday’s storms reminded us, 
April may well bring much more snow, which is crit-
ically needed as summer irrigation water for ranch-
ers, farmers, recreation and anyone who eats farm 
crops or beef.

So hope for more snow up high, and if  you ski 
or snowboard, continue to be alert for Professor 
Mustard, in the couloir, with the wet slab.

John T. Unger is a Diplomate of  the American 
Chiropractic Board of  Sports Physicians, with more 
than 25 years of  practice in Montrose. Each March 

he grieves the loss of  Montrose’s vibrant backcoun-
try skier and trail runner Jim Hollis on the “Oh Boy” 
slide path after a heavy wet snow in 1990. Ideas for fu-
ture columns are welcomed at sportsdocunger.com.

IF YOU GO: 

Ironton Park is south of Ouray on US 550, and has 
far less avalanche hazard for skiers and snowshoers 
than does Red Mountain Pass or Molas Pass. Whether 
getting into the backcountry snow in the northern, the 
southern, or the eastern San Juan Mountains, be pre-
pared by first getting basic education and experience 
in dealing with potential avalanche terrain, available 
through www.avyschool.org. 

Alternatively, wait for the mountain snows to melt 
and to fill our trout streams with cold water later this 
spring.  

Watch this 
space next 
Friday for the 
return of guest 
columnist Joel 
Evans and his 
insights on fly-
fishing in south-
west Colorado. 
He will be filling 
in for Outdoors 
columnist Laurie 
Brandt while she 
is on temporary 
hiatus to focus 
on her duties as 
mother of two, 
professional 
geologist and 
competitive sled 
dog racer and 
cyclist.

Amy Relnick skis between two trees recently snapped off at their bases in the Southern San Juans last Saturday. (Photo 
by John T. Unger)

Outdoors
By John T. Unger

Lessons Learned, Part One
After 50-plus years of  being 

in the great outdoors, includ-
ing search and rescue, hunting 
and other recreation, I have 
learned a number of  lessons 
the hard way. 

For the next two 
columns I will go 
into some of  the 
“hard earned” les-
sons and hopefully 
you will find some-
thing that can help 
you.

Space Blankets
Every store 

bought survival 
kit comes with 
one of  these. Most 
of  us have one in 
our packs. Truth 
is, they are just about useless. 
Trying to stay warm with one 
of  these is like drying off  after 
a shower with a hand towel.

Laying on the cold ground 
and covering up with one sim-
ply does not work. Aside from 
sounding like crinkling alu-
minum foil, they are just too 
small. 

There is a new kind out there 
now called the Bivvy. These 
are more like a sleeping bag 
space blanket. Just take off  
your boots and wet clothes, and 
climb in.

It is about twice the size 
of  the old style blanket and 
weighs a few ounces. The old-
style blankets are better used 
as a tarp or reflector from your 
fire. I have even used one as a 
ground cloth before. 

Matches
Don’t rely on just matches or 

butane lighter for a fire source. 
If  you are stuck out overnight 
a warm fire will be your best 

friend. Lighters of-
ten fail in extreme 
cold.  

A match does 
not produce the 
sustained flame 
necessary to ig-
nite marginal 
kindling, such as 
twigs, on damp or 
cold ground.

A magnesium 
and steel tool with 
waxed cotton balls 
is a good choice. I 
carry matches, the 

tool, and a windproof  lighter. I 
carry several types of  tinder. 

Something I have recently 
added is a pair of  handheld 
signal flares. These burn for 
five minutes at 2,000 degrees 
and will reliably start a fire in 
rough conditions.

I realize that these extra 
things take up valuable pack 
space, but if  you need them, 
they are indispensable. In an 
emergency, you don’t want to 
have to reach farther than your 
pack to find what you need.

Flashlights
Many years ago, I spent a 

night tracking an animal, un-
til my flashlight died. I decid-
ed to just stay put and wait for 
morning to continue. It was a 
very long and dark night.

I now carry three flashlights 

whenever I head out. I keep a 
small light clipped to the strap 
of  my pack. It is always there 
and handy when I need it. I 
keep a headlamp in my pack. 
These are great because they 
keep your hands free for other 
tasks.

I then have a regular hand 
held light in my pack. It is the 
brightest one of  the three. Go 
for the smaller and less bright 
lights. In a survival situation, a 
low light is really all you need. 
Lower lights also use far less 
power and will last longer.

All three of  these lights will fit 
in the palm of  your hand. They 
also use the same type of  batter-
ies, so they can be interchanged, 
if  need be.  And speaking of  bat-
teries, I carry extra sets in an 
old prescription bottle. I will not 
run out of  light again.

Batteries
Batteries are another con-

cern. Stay away from the regu-
lar alkaline batteries. These 
are susceptible to leaking in 
cold weather. Spend the extra 
money and get the Lithium 
batteries. They last much lon-
ger and are not likely to leak 
and ruin expensive equipment.

I hope you can benefit from 
these tips and until next time, 
see you on the trail.

Mark Rackay is a freelance 
writer who serves as a Director 
for the Montrose County 
Sheriff’s Posse.  For informa-
tion about the Posse call 970-
252-4033 (leave a message) or 
email info@mcspi.org.

Hunters: License app 
deadline is April 5

The application deadline for 2016 limited big game licenses, 
including deer, elk, pronghorn, moose, bear, sheep and goat, is 
Tuesday, April 5. 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife has a variety of  resources for 
hunters to complete their applications now. Costs vary based 
on species and residency status. Customer service represen-
tatives are available from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at (303) 297-1192 and 
specially trained hunt planners are available to assist hunters 
by phone at (303) 291-7526. Hunters can also get personal assis-
tance at CPW offices and parks located throughout the state.

Prospective big game hunters who fill out an application or 
purchase a license online should have the following informa-
tion handy:

Current and valid photo ID and/or Customer Identification 
number (CID)

Proof  of  Hunter Education certification 
Proof  of  Colorado residency (if  applicable)
A 2016 Habitat Stamp, which will be automatically added to 

your online application if  required. It can also be purchased 
separately.

Social Security number for customers 12 and older, unless 
already on file. 

Hunt codes (up to four for each species) (See p. 9, 2016 Big 
Game or p. 7, 2016 Sheep and Goat)

Credit card (Mastercard, Visa or Discover)
Applications for nonresident Rocky Mountain Bighorn 

sheep, Desert sheep, moose and Mountain goat must be submit-
ted on paper applications. Also hunters can not apply for Rocky 
Mountain bighorn sheep and desert sheep in the same year.

Find tips for navigating the process in the below website 
video. Hunters can also purchase an over-the-counter bull 
elk tag, available for the second or third rifle seasons, start-
ing July 26 at 9 a.m., by phone at 1 (800) 244-5613, at any license 
agent, or at CPW offices without application or preference 
point purchase. Colorado’s over-the-counter bull elk license is 
unique in that it allows a hunter to hunt anywhere in 93 units, 
which includes some of  the best elk hunting in the state. 
Learn more about license options, at cpw.state.co.us/learn/
Pages/BigGameLicenseOptions.aspx. See also Colorado’s Big 
Game License Drawing: What you Need to Know. 

Tips  
from the Posse 

By Mark Rackay


